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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurA masterly study of grief, memory and love recollected Professor John Sutherland,
Chair of Judges, Man Booker Prize 2005The Seais John Banville's Man Booker prize-winning exploration
of memory, childhood and loss. When art historian Max Morden returns to the seaside village where he once
spent a childhood holiday, he is both escaping from arecent loss and confronting a distant trauma. The
Grace family had appeared that long-ago summer asif from another world. Mr and Mrs Grace, with their
worldly ease and candour, were unlike any adults he had met before. But it was his contemporaries, the
Grace twins Myles and Chloe, who most fascinated Max. He grew to know them intricately, even intimately,
and what ensued would haunt him for the rest of his years and shape everything that was to
follow..co.uklncandescent prose. Beautifully textured characterisation. Transparent narratives. The
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adjectives to describe the writing of John Banville are all affirmative, and The Seais aringing affirmation of
all hisbest qualities. His publishers are claiming that this novel by the Booker-shortlisted author is his finest
yet, and while that claim may have an element of hyperbole, there is no denying that this perfectly balanced
book is among the writers most accomplished work. Max Morden has reached a crossroadsin hislife, and is
trying hard to deal with several disturbing things. A recent lossis till taking itstoll on him, and atraumain
his past is similarly proving hard to deal with. He decides that he will return to atown on the coast a which
he spent a memorable holiday when aboy. His memory of that time devolves on the charismatic Grace
family, particularly the seductive twins Myles and Chloe. In avery short time, Max found himself drawn
into a strange relationship with them, and pursuant events left their mark on him for the rest of hislife. But
will he be able to exorcise those memories of the past? The fashion in which John Banville draws the reader
into this hypnotic and disturbing world is non pareil, and the very complex relationships between his
brilliantly delineated cast of characters are orchestrated with a masters skill. Asin such books as Shroud and
The Book of Evidence, the author eschews the obvious at all times, and the narrative is delivered with
subtlety and understatement. The genuine moments of drama, when they do occur, are commensurately more
powerful. --Barry ForshawFrom .co.uk Incandescent prose. Beautifully textured characterisation.
Transparent narratives. The adjectives to describe the writing of John Banville are all affirmative, and The
Seaisaringing affirmation of all hisbest qualities. His publishers are claiming that this novel by the Booker-
shortlisted author is his finest yet, and while that claim may have an element of hyperbole, thereisno
denying that this perfectly balanced book is among the writers most accomplished work. Max Morden has
reached a crossroadsin hislife, and istrying hard to deal with severa disturbing things. A recent lossis still
taking itstoll on him, and atraumain his past is similarly proving hard to deal with. He decides that he will
return to atown on the coast at which he spent a memorable holiday when a boy. His memory of that time
devolves on the charismatic Grace family, particularly the seductive twins Myles and Chloe. In a very short
time, Max found himself drawn into a strange relationship with them, and pursuant events | eft their mark on
him for the rest of hislife. But will he be able to exorcise those memories of the past? The fashion in which
John Banville draws the reader into this hypnotic and disturbing world is non pareil, and the very complex
relationships between his brilliantly delineated cast of characters are orchestrated with a masters skill. Asin
such books as Shroud and The Book of Evidence, the author eschews the obvious at all times, and the
narrative is delivered with subtlety and understatement. The genuine moments of drama, when they do
occur, are commensurately more powerful. --Barry Forshaw



