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Description : Description du produitThis mesmerizing first novel tells the epic journey of Lin, an escaped
convict who flees maximum security prison in Australiato disappear into the underworld of contemporary
Bombay, a hidden society of beggars and gangsters, prostitutes and holy men, actors and exiles.
Accompanied by his guide and faithful friend, Prabaker, Lin searches for love and meaning while running a
clinic in one of the city's poorest slums and serving his apprenticeship in the dark arts of the Bombay mafia.
The keysto unlock the mysteries that bind Lin are held by two people: his mentor Khader Khan, mafia
godfather and criminal-philosopher, and the beautiful, elusive Karla, whose passions are driven by
dangerous secrets. Based on the life of the author, this extraordinary debut has the world of human
experience in its reach.
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Prsentation de I'diteurA novel of high adventure, great storytelling and moral purpose, based on an
extraordinary true story of eight years in the Bombay underworld.'In the early 80s, Gregory David Roberts,
an armed robber and heroin addict, escaped from an Australian prison to India, where he lived in a Bombay

slum. There, he established a free health clinic and also joined the mafia, working as a money launderer,
forger and street soldier. He found time to learn Hindi and Marathi, fall in love, and spend time being
worked over in an Indian jail. Then, in case anyone thought he was slacking, he acted in Bollywood and
fought with the Mujahedeen in Afghanistan . . . Amazingly, Roberts wrote Shantaram three times after
prison guards trashed the first two versions. It's a profound tribute to his willpower . . . At once a high-
kicking, eye-gouging adventure, alove saga and a savage yet tenderly lyrical fugitive vision.' Time
Out.comCrime and punishment, passion and loyalty, betrayal and redemption are only afew of the
ingredients in Shantaram, a massive, over-the-top, mostly autobiographica novel. Shantaram is the name
given Mr. Lindsay, or Linbaba, the larger-than-life hero. It means "man of God's peace," which iswhat the
Indian people know of Lin. What they do not know is that prior to hisarrival in Bombay he escaped from an
Australian prison where he had begun serving a 19-year sentence. He served two years and leaped over the
wall. He was imprisoned for a string of armed robberies peformed to support his heroin addiction, which
started when his marriage fell apart and he lost custody of his daughter. All of that is enough for several
lifetimes, but for Greg Roberts, that's only the beginning. He arrives in Bombay with little money, an
assumed name, false papers, an untellable past, and no plans for the future. Fortunately, he meets Prabaker
right away, a sweet, smiling man who is a street guide. He takes to Lin immediately, eventually introducing
him to his home village, where they end up living for six months. When they return to Bombay, they take up
residence in asprawling illegal slum of 25,000 people and Linbaba becomes the resident "doctor.” With a
prison knowledge of first aid and whatever medicines he can cadge from doing trades with the local Mafia,
he sets up a practice and is regarded as heaven-sent by these poor people who have nothing but illness, rat
bites, dysentery, and anemia. He also meets Karla, an enigmatic Swiss-American woman, with whom he
falsinlove. Theirsisacomplicated relationship, and Karlas connections are murky from the outset. Roberts
is not reluctant to wax poetic; in fact, some of his prose is downright embarrassing. Throughought the novel,
however, all 944 pages of it, every single sentence rings true. He is atough guy with atender heart, one
capable of what isjudged criminal behavior, but a basically decent, intelligent man who would never
intentionally hurt anyone, especially anyone he knew. He is a magnet for trouble, a soldier of fortune, a
picaresgque hero: the rascal who lives by hiswitsin a corrupt society. His story isirresistible. Stay tuned for
the prequel and the sequel. --Valerie RyanFrom Publishers WeeklyAt the start of this massive, thrillingly
undomesticated potboiler, ayoung Australian man bearing afalse New Zealand passport that gives his name
as"Lindsay" flies to Bombay sometimein the early '80s. On hisfirst day there, Lindsay meets the two
people who will largely influence hisfate in the city. Oneis ayoung tour guide, Prabaker, whose gifts
include alarge smile and an unstoppably joyful heart. Through Prabaker, Lindsay learns Marathi (alanguage
not often spoken by gora, or foreigners), gets to know village India and settles, for atime, in avast
shantytown, operating an illicit free clinic. The second person he meetsis Karla, a beautiful Swiss-American
woman with sea-green eyes and a circle of expatriate friends. Lin's love for Karlaand her mysterious
inability to love in returngives the book its central tension. "Linbabas" life in the slum abruptly ends when
heis arrested without charge and thrown into the hell of Arthur Road Prison. Upon his release, he moves
from the slum and begins laundering money and forging passports for one of the heads of the Bombay
mafia, guru/sage Abdel Khader Khan. Eventually, he follows Khader as an improbable guerrillain the war
against the Russians in Afghanistan. There he learns about Karla's connection to Khader and discovers who
set him up for arrest. Roberts, who wrote the first drafts of the novel in prison, has poured everything he
knows into this book and it shows. It has a heartfelt, cinemascope feel. If there are occasiona passages that
would make the very angels of purple prose weep, there are also images, plots, characters, philosophical
dialogues and mysteries that more than compensate for the novel's flaws. A sensational read, it might well
reproduce its bestselling success in Australia here. Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



